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May Meeting
6:45 pm
Tuesday, May 6, 2014
at the Friends Meeting House
890 57th Street
between J St. and H St.
Conductor: Judy Linsenberg

days at Noon program. Although they do
not have recorders listed to play in the
near future, the organist, cellist, vocalists
and the guitar player are all very good
musicians. Have you thought about what
you will do at our “open Mike” during the
SRS June Meeting? So many things to
consider! See you on May 6th!
Play On,
Robert Foster,
SRS President

Letter From The President
Dear Recorder Society Members,

Summertime in Northern California: for recorder players, what a
wonderful place to live! We have so
many opportunities to hear and play recorders. Not only the highly-regarded
SFEMS workshops (listed in this newsletter), but a week of early music in
June at the Berkeley Festival. In addition there is the approaching Marin
Headlands Recorder Workshop (hurry!
the cost goes up May 1st). And also,
continuing musical coaching opportunities through lessons with the instructors
that are listed herein. Or, why not try
creating your own group using the
names in the SRS Membership Roster.
You can create a “flash mob” to play in
the park, or meet in members’ homes.
Don’t forget the Westminster Presbyterian Church and their musical Wednes-

Get Ready Now
for the June
Meeting!
Some things to
consider:
•

•
•

•

Are you interested in serving on the SRS
Board? Elections will be held in June.
Let a board member know if you’d like to
be considered for an office.
We’ll be having some Open Mic time.
What do you think you’d like to play?
Once again we will have a tag sale of music-related items. What do you have that
someone else might enjoy?
Pot luck finger food! Yum! What will
you be bringing?

Conductors for 2014
May 6: Judy Linsenberg
June 3: June Potluck, Play-In, Annual Business Meeting
August 5: Summer Play-In, this is always
fun. Last year the Harp Circle joined us!

Our March Conductor:
Judy Linsenberg
Judith Linsenberg is one of the leading exponents of the recorder in the US and
has been acclaimed for her "virtuosity,"
"expressivity," and "fearless playing." She
has performed extensively throughout the
United States and Europe, including solo appearances at the Hollywood Bowl, Lincoln
Center, and the Montreal Recorder Festival;
and has been featured with such leading
American ensembles as the San Francisco
Symphony, the San Francisco and Los Angeles Operas, the Oregon Symphony, LA
Chamber Orchestra, Philharmonia Baroque,
American Bach Soloists, and many others.
She is Artistic Director of the Baroque
ensemble, Musica Pacifica, whose performances and eight recordings on the Virgin
Classics, Dorian and Solimar labels have received international acclaim. She has also
recorded for harmonia mundi usa, Koch International, Reference Recordings, Musical
Heritage Society, Hännsler Classics, and others.
In 2008 and 2012, she was awarded
residencies at the Sitka Center for Art &
Ecology in Otis, OR, where she most recently collaborated with an installation artist
in the performance of a traditional Japanese
shakuhachi piece. (The performance can be
seen at http://tinyurl.com/b9qpjls). She has
other qualifications too, but you’ve probably
read them a hundred times by now. She also
enjoys playing music for English country
dances, but her favorite pastime is hanging
out with her adorable dog Jake.

Judy Linsenberg and Jake

Conductor’s Notes
My topic for the May meeting is
“Dance Through Time” and will cover dance
music from the Medieval through Contemporary periods. We’ll start out with a medieval
Saltarello, an Italian late 14th-early 15thcentury lively dance named for its particular
jumping step. The piece exists as a single
line of music, but we’ll add some simple
drones to fill it out.
Next we’ll move on to 16th-century
Germany and a Hoftanz on the “Benzenhauer” tune; it’s related to the basse danse in
that it has a slightly slower-moving tenor
with some rhythmically elaborate counterpoint in the other parts. It should be challenging, but very doable!
After that we’ll play some tuneful
dances by Holborne, from England at the
turn of the 17th century: a beautiful Pavan, a
lively Galliard with some fun hemiolas, and
a stately Almaine (The Honie-suckle).
After the break, we’ll head into the
High Baroque, with some wonderful dances
by Bach from his First Orchestral Suite. And
we’ll finish off the evening with a piece in
Ragtime style composed by Heinz Witte in
1983.
Bring your dancing shoes!

Recorders Out and About

AwardAward-winning Conductors!

Sunday, June 1: SRS member Kathy Canan
will play the recorder as part of an ensemble
presenting “He Said, She Said: Troubadours
Debate the Art of Courtly Love.” More information in the concerts section.

Are you interested in playing under the
direction of award-winning conductors? You
will have the opportunity this summer! Rotem
and Adam Gilbert, both of whom are on the
faculty at the University of Southern California’s Thornton School of Music, are recipients
A Nevada City chapter of the American of the 2014 Early Music America Thomas
Recorder Society!
Binkley Award which recognizes outstanding
achievement in both performance and scholarThe first meeting of the new Nevada City
chapter of the American Recorder Society was ship by the director of a university or college
a big success! Meetings are held on the first
collegium musicum. Rotem will be co-director
Sundays of the month at 4:30pm-7:00pm,
of the San Francisco Early Music Society’s
County Library Community room. More musi- Recorder Workshops; Adam will be director of
cal opportunities for SRS members living near the SFEMS Medieval and Renaissance WorkNevada City!
shop (and also the May 17th workshop which
raises funds for MedRen). Great opportunities! For more information about the workshops, see listings later in the newsletter.

Eine Kleine CatCat-Musik

Check Out the New Blog!
www.sacrecorders.org still works, but
Kathy Canan has reduced it to a single page
with basic introduction and a link to the blog.
The new blog at http://
sacrecorders.wordpress.com/ has all the information that Kathy kept on the website, but
now she can post by email from her smart
phone if she needs to. She can easily authorize
others to post as well, and anyone can add
more information by commenting on the posts.
You can check the blog for new information any time, or you can subscribe to it by
entering your email in the “Follow” field.
You’ll receive an email when there is a new
post, and you can Unfollow at any time. Information that rarely changes is also on the blog.
Click on the tabs at the top: About SRS, Calendar, Contact, and Lessons. If you want to
see information about only one category, such
as Workshops, you can use that menu. Kathy
hopes this new format is easier for everyone!

Those of us who are owned by cats
know that most cats are not overly fond of recorder music. They often express their displeasure by scratching, meowing loudly, or
yowling. Steve Sherman has actually found
music that has “charms to soothe the savage
breast” . . er . . house cat.
Steve volunteers at Happy Tails Pet
Sanctuary (http://www.happytails.org), which
rescues cats and a few dogs. Some time ago
he began taking his recorders with him to
Happy Tails and playing various genres of music for the cats in residence (about 120 cats at
any one time) and the volunteers. After extensive testing, Steve has discovered that not a
single cat yowled while he was playing Gregorian chant, especially at low tenor pitch.
Conversely, the cats were at their most vocal
(and not in a good way) when he played
Vivaldi(!).
So, if your cat is interfering with your
recorder practicing, try slipping in a little chant
music every page or so. You may just find
your cat calmly purring continuo to the music.

Early Music Concerts
Gabrieli West
An ensemble of paired string and brass instruments presents music of works from the
16th and 17th centuries.
Sunday, April 27: California Jazz Conservatory, Berkeley, 4:30 pm
Information: http://jazzschool.org/
Our conductor, Joyce Johnson-Hamilton is
part of this group.

For Early Music Concert Information
Check the websites listed below:
•
San Francisco Early Music Society:
www.sfems.org
• UC Berkeley’s CalPerformances:
www.calperfs.berkeley.edu
•
UC Davis:
www.mondaviarts.org
•
Voices of Music:
www.voicesofmusic.org

Berkeley Festival & Exhibition
June 1-8, 2014
www.berkeleyfestival.org
Just a sampling of events, check the website!
Ciaramella
Make a Joyful Noise: Alta Capella Music
from the Burgundian Renaissance
Sunday, June 1, 2014, 4:00pm
Cantainbanchi
The Beginnings of Joy: Songs and Dances
from the Middle Ages
Monday, June 2, 2014, 8:00pm
Vox Luminis
Schutz and the Bach Family
Wednesday, June 4, 2014, 8:00pm

He Said, She Said
Troubadours Debate the Art of Courtly Love
Kathryn Canan (SRS member-recorder),
Robin Snyder and Mark Grote (vocalists),
and Michelle Levy (vielle)
Sunday, June 1: University Lutheran
Chapel, Berkeley, 2:00 pm
For more information, contact
kacanan@yahoo.com
If you are aware of any early music concerts
you would like me to add to our newsletter
listings, please email me at :
kpsjohnson@frontiernet.net

Davis Senior High School
Baroque Orchestra
Baroque Favorites
(Local young musicians readying themselves for a tour of Italy!)
Wednesday, June 4, 2014, 5:00pm
And a Fringe event:
Junior Recorder Society and
the Barbary Coast Recorder Orchestra
Saturday June 7th,10:00am
St Mark's Episcopal Church, Berkeley
For more Fringe events, click on “Fringe”
on the website: www.berkeleyfesival.org

Refreshments at Monthly Meetings

Listening to Early Music

Feeling thirsty? Peckish? It must be
Sunday Baroque, which airs from 8am to time for the mid-meeting break! Refreshments for April’s nutrition and conversation
10am on 88.9 FM, KXPR.
Harmonia provides podcasts at its website: break were provided by the San Joaquin Trio,
Gail Crawford, Mark Schiffer, and Jerry
indianapublicmedia.org/harmonia
www.recorder-radio.com plays a variety Schwartz. Gail, you outdid yourself with
of musical styles, all including recorders. those rhubarb bars!! Thanks to all of you!
You can access it via the Flashplayer on
Take lessons from a recorder expert!
their website or iTunes.
Sacramento area:
The Chicago Early Music website proKathryn Canan is available for revides access to many early music recorder lessons or ensemble coaching. Contact
sources. Go to earlymusicchicago.org,
her at 916-723-2409 or kacanan@yahoo.com.
then click on “ensembles,” then click on
“beyond”
Bay Area (or willing to come to SacraMagnatune.com allows you to listen to
mento, if there’s enough interest):
music free and pay when you choose to
Greta Haug-Hryciw, SRS member
download, or you can subscribe for $15/
and conductor, would love to give lessons bemonth for unlimited downloads.
fore chapter meetings. Contact Greta at
Millennium of Music: "The sources and (415) 377-4444 or at gr8asf@gmail.com
mainstreams of European music from the
Frances Feldon, conductor of the Barthousand years before the birth of Bach." bary Coast Recorder orchestra and music dihttp://www.millenniumofmusic.com/
rector of the ensemble Flauti Diversi, is availaboutRAD.php
able for lessons. She can be contacted at franCEU Radio/Department of Medieval Stud- feldon@gmail.com
Judy Linsenberg, the director of the
ies (Central European University in HunBaroque ensemble Musica Pacifica, holds a
gary)
doctorate in early music from Stanford, and
http://medievalstudies.ceu.hu/radio or
http://95.140.35.68:9920/listen.pls (plays has extensive recorder teaching experience. She may be contacted by phone at 510through iTunes)
444-4113.
Also available online, Baroque Around
the Clock (a variety of Baroque music, no More information about teachers is on our
announcer) and Oude Muziek (all early
website: www.sacrecorders.org
music, there’s an announcer every so often
who is speaking in Dutch). You can find
these stations using Tune In Radio.

Here are some possibilities:
•
•
•

•

•

•

•

•

Tempting!
Have you received the subscription brochure for next season at the Mondavi
Center? Often it seems that we have to drive to the Bay Area to catch early music
concerts, but next year the Academy of Ancient Music will be coming to the Mondavi
Center in November. And although, their program, entitled “1865,” is not as early as
the music they usually sing, Anonymous 4 also seems pretty appealing!

About the Sacramento Recorder
Society
The Sacramento Recorder Society,
founded in 1982, is a non-profit, taxexempt organization. It is a chapter of the
American Recorder Society and an affiliate of the San Francisco Early Music Society. We welcome recorder players of all
ages and abilities as well as players of
other early music instruments such as
lutes, viols, sackbuts, shawms, curtals,
krummhorns, and percussion. Beginners
are urged to study privately and learn fingerings and become comfortable reading
music before joining the recorder orchestra.
We meet monthly from September
through June, from 6:45pm to 9:30pm on
the first Tuesday of each month, at the
Friends Meeting House, 890 57th Street,
between J St. and H St. Most of our meetings are conducted by a professional early
music specialist who teaches recorder
technique and relevant music history and
theory while exploring music of many
eras.
Many of our members also play in
smaller groups in members’ homes during
the rest of the month.

Sacramento Recorder Society Board
20122012-2013
President: Robert Foster
Vice President: Mark Schiffer
Secretary: Patricia Johnson
Treasurer: Doris Loughner
Members-at-Large: Steve Sherman, Gail
Crawford
Education Chairperson: Crystal Olson
For information on SRS, please contact
the following board members by email:
rfoster@london.com or
marschif@gmail.com

Consider joining one of the larger
organizations which make our own SRS
possible:
The San Francisco Early Music Society, with whom we are affiliated, offers
excellent workshops and concerts in the
Bay Area. Their website: www.sfems.org
American Recorder Society, of
which we are a chapter, is the national organization which promotes recorders.
Their website: www.americanrecorder.org

A Taste of Baroque:
Fundraiser for the Davis Senior High
Baroque Orchestra
A sumptuous event for all the
senses, “A Taste of Baroque,” will take
place Saturday May 10 from 5-8 in the
beautiful Good Life Garden at the Robert
Mondavi Institute of Food and Wine on the
UC Davis Campus. The event is a benefit
for the Davis Schools Orchestral Music Association to send the one-of-a-kind DHS
Baroque Ensemble to participate in the
American Music Celebration in Italy this
summer.
The event will feature over 30 wineries pouring wines by volunteers from the
Department of Enology and Viticulture
Organization comprised of expert graduate
students. There will also be a catered dinner, live and silent auction, and a performance by the Davis High Baroque Ensemble,
the first-of-its-kind ensemble at the high
school level, specializing in Baroque Music
played on instruments remade to closely
resemble those used during the Baroque
period.
Tickets are available for $50 online at
Brown Paper Tickets or Watermelon Music
in Davis. For more information, please
contact David Smart (530)754-7143.

East Bay Recorder Society Marin Headlands Recorder Workshop
May 9, 2014-May11, 2014
Point Bonita YMCA Conference Center in the Golden Gate National Recreation Area
This workshop takes place at a beautiful setting overlooking the Golden Gate Bridge. The
workshop will begin on Friday evening and close after lunch on Sunday.
Here’s a more detailed description of the Saturday agenda:
•

Don’t miss Louise Carslake’s sessions, one featuring motets, chansons and madrigals
of Orlando de Lassus and the other exploring motets by two Bachs (J.S. and J. L).

•

Frances Feldon will conduct a session focused on Purcell (including his influence on recent/current popular music including the rock opera, “Tommy”). She will also coduct a
session based on the music of Guerrero.

•

By contrast, David Morris has chosen to organize his sessions around specific genres of
music: the ricercar and In Nomine. Both types of music have roots in the Renaissance,
enjoyed extended popularity and flourished in the Baroque era. David will conduct various composers’ interpretation of these forms in our exploration.

•

Saturday will be capped with an evening session conducted by Greta Hryciw. She’ll give
us an opportunity to delve into many musical forms and discover the differences in the
Motet, Madrigal, Canzon, Fugue, Canon and the Ground. She will use music by Bach
(J.S.), Scheidt, Rinale de Melle, Lobo, Walter and King. Greta says that big recorders
and viols are welcome!!

Sounds great, right? Register by May 1st for the best rate!
Information: Contact Brenda Bailey at bbmh12@gmail.com
Registration and information: http://www.symbolicsolutions.com/ebrs/headlands2014.html

A Wonderful Workshop Opportunity!
Announcing the 2014 SFEMS Medieval & Renaissance Collegium!

Sounds and Symbols
The Marriage of Image, Text, and Music
Saturday, May 17, 2014
9:30 to 4:00 PM
☼
St. Mary Magdalen Church
2005 Berryman Street, Berkeley
Please join us in welcoming Adam Knight Gilbert, the new director of the SFEMS Medieval
& Renaissance Workshop at Sonoma State University when he comes to the Bay Area to direct our annual day-long music workshop on May 17. The proceeds go toward scholarships
to the summer workshop, to be held this year from June 15-21 in SSU's fabulous new Green
Music Center. The MedRen Collegium is a favorite event for early music enthusiasts to enjoy the pleasures of a large mixed ensemble and unusual repertoire.
For people of the Middle Ages and Renaissance, music wasn't just pretty; it almost always
meant something, either through allegorical symbolism of theology or architecture and madrigalistic representation of images, text, and emotion. This year’s MedRen theme explores
“The Marriage of Sound and Symbol.” Adam has created a tantalizing preview of the summer workshop for the collegium. We will touch on navigating the realm of musical symbolism, visiting the special moment in music history when composers became fascinated with
bringing together these elements. Featured will be works by Henricus Isaac, Josquin Desprez, and Ludwig Senfl who set to music not only the name of the Lord and the Virgin
Mary, but also the Medici Coat of Arms, the planets, and even erotic allegory.
Singers, viols and other strings, recorders, flutes, lutes, harps, dulcians, sackbuts, cornetts
and all manner “soft” early instruments are welcome.

As always, we feature a pot-luck lunch and appreciate all contributions to the table. Coffee, tea, juice and water will be provided.
For information about the SFEMS Med/Ren and other summer music workshops including a downloadable brochure, please visit www.sfems.org.
Collegium registration info: Greta Haug-Hryciw gr8asf@yahoo.com

Register Now! Price goes up after April 30th!!

San Francisco Early Music Society Summer Workshops
Medieval and Renaissance Workshop
“The Marriage of Sound and Symbol”
Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park, CA
June 15, 2014-June 21, 2014
Director: Adam Gilbert
Explore the entire range of Medieval and Renaissance music, while navigating the realm of musical
symbolism, performing the history of the early modern marriage of image, text and music.

Classical Workshop
“The Grand Tour: Classical Chamber Music for
Strings from the Great Cities of Europe”
June 15, 2014-June 21, 2014
St. Albert’s Priory, Oakland, CA

Directors: Kati Kyme and William Skeen
Explore string chamber music of the Classical era. Morning and
afternoon coaching sessions are followed each evening by informal performances of the day’s repertoire.

Baroque Workshop
“Venetian Influences-France, Germany, Italy”
June 22, 2014-June 28, 2014
Sonoma State University, Rohnert Park, CA
Director: Linda Pearse
Our week of concentrated playing and learning will be
filled with the beautiful works of the Habsburgs and interspersed with social gatherings with like-minded players
from all around the country.

Recorder Workshops
Week 1(June 29-July 5): “Songs from the Garden of Heaven and Earthly Delights”
Director: Rotem Gilbert
Week 2(July 6-July 12): “Virtues and Vices”
Director: Hanneke van Proosdij
St. Albert’s Priory, Oakland, CA
Workshops feature small class sizes and an international
faculty and they are designed for intermediate to advanced recorder players . Each week concludes with a
spectacular performance of all workshop participants in
the Recorder Orchestra at St. Albert’s beautiful chapel.

More information on SFEMS
summer workshops:
www.sfems.org

