
The Sacramento Recorder Society 

A place for early music of all kinds in Sacramento 

                                    

Letter From The PresidentLetter From The PresidentLetter From The PresidentLetter From The President    
    

Dear Recorder Society Members,   
 

 Excellentia is the latest recorder 
composition that is supplied (free) to us 
along with the Winter 2014 issue of 
American Recorder magazine.  The music 
has a high energy level, the tempo is up-
beat, and there are ambitiously rapid pas-
sages.  The composer, Gary Gazlay, said 
he wants players “to have fun, but also ex-
perience a sense of accomplishment when 
playing Excellentia.”  Indeed, he says it’s 
for SATB recorders-and perhaps drums, 
hand-clapping, and stomping!   
 Gazlay is a published composer and 
a few of his pieces have won local awards 
in Dallas.  Excellentia earned an honorable 
mention by the American Recorder Soci-
ety in the 2014 composition contest.  Re-
corder players across North America are 
encouraged to play it in March-and espe-
cially on March 21st, “Recorder Day.”  

A chapter of the American Recorder Society 
An affiliate of the San Francisco Early Music Society 

February 2015 
For more information about the Sacramento Recorder Society, visit our website 

at www.sacrecorders.org  or our blog at  
http://sacrecorders.wordpress.com/ 

          
 
 

February Meeting 
 

6:45pm 
Tuesday, February 3, 2015 

at  the Friends Meeting House 
890 57th Street 

between J St. and H St. 
 

You will recall that March is the month we 
choose to illustrate the versatility and beauty 
of this wonderful instrument.  Have you 
planned what you’ll be doing in March to let 
Sacramento know about the recorder?  Will 
you be playing with friends on the street cor-
ner, or in the park?  Playing along with the 
organ at church?  Visiting an adult care facil-
ity to serenade along with other instruments?  
Teaching a young relative a few notes on the 
recorder?  March will have more daylight 
hours and thirty one warmer days! What will 
you be doing during National Play-the-
Recorder Month? 
 

  See you on February 3rd,  
  Robert Foster, SRS president 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    
    
    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2014201420142014----2015  Chapter Meeting Conductors2015  Chapter Meeting Conductors2015  Chapter Meeting Conductors2015  Chapter Meeting Conductors 

 

February 3, 2015:  Joyce Johnson-Hamilton 
 

March 3, 2015:  Hanneke van Proosdij 
 

April 7, 2015:  Frances Feldon 
 

May 5, 2015:  Shira Kamen 
 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Our  Conductor:  Joyce JohnsonOur  Conductor:  Joyce JohnsonOur  Conductor:  Joyce JohnsonOur  Conductor:  Joyce Johnson----HamiltonHamiltonHamiltonHamilton    
    

 Our February conductor, Joyce John-
son-Hamilton, is an early music specialist 
and trumpet/cornetto player who brings 
warmth with her expertise! 
  Recently retired from 31 years as mu-
sic director of the Diablo Symphony Orches-
tra, her imaginative arrangements offer fresh-
ness and new perspective to repertoire both 
familiar and unusual in recorder circles. 
 Johnson-Hamilton has performed fre-
quently with The Whole Noyse and WAVE 
(Women’s Antique Vocal Ensemble). She 
has performed with several early music en-
sembles in the San Francisco Bay Area, Van-
couver, B.C., Washington D.C. as well as 
with the Carmel Bach Festival, the North-
west Chorale in Seattle, the Washington 
(D.C.) Sackbut and Cornett Ensemble, the 
Los Angeles Baroque Orchestra, and the Jef-
ferson Baroque Orchestra in Ashland, OR, to 
name just a few.  
 She recently retired after 20 years as 
lecturer in trumpet at Stanford University 
and currently serves on the board of directors 
of the San Francisco Early Music Society. 

(Conductor’ notes are on next page) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Big Thank You!A Big Thank You!A Big Thank You!A Big Thank You!    
    

To all those who contributed to the Winter 
Party:    
• Did you bring soup? 
• Did you help set up? 
• Did you help us gather supplies? 
• Did you create a lovely program? 
• Did you organize everyone with a fabu-

lously inclusive spreadsheet? 
• Did you help clean up? 
• Did you set up and deliver the dessert? 
• Did you take and post picures and vid-

eos? 
• Did you play in or conduct the Recorder 

Orchestra? 
• Did your ensemble perform? 
• Did you bring friends? 
 

Thank you, thank you, thank you! 
 

 

And  may we remind you of the benefits of 

membership? 
  

• Monthly playing meetings under the di-
rection of Bay Area professional recorder 
players or local directing talent 

• Lots of new music to play 

• A special winter event/party 

• The SRS website (www.sacrecorders.org) 
• A monthly newsletter full of information 

just for recorder and early music enthusi-
asts 

• The pleasure of playing recorders with 
like minds 

• For more information, contact Doris 
Loughner at dglc@frontiernet.net 



Notes from Our ConductorNotes from Our ConductorNotes from Our ConductorNotes from Our Conductor    
 

"In the Bleak Midwinter" is a Christmas carol based on a poem by the English poet 
Christina Rossetti written before 1872 in response to a request from the magazine Scribner's 
Monthly for a Christmas poem.  It was published posthumously in Rossetti's Poetic Works 
in 1904. The poem became a Christmas carol after it appeared in The English Hymnal in 
1906 with a setting by Gustav Holst.  Harold Darke's anthem setting of 1909 is more 
complex and was named the best Christmas carol in a poll of some of the world's leading 
choirmasters and choral experts in 2008. 
 

"We Wish You a Merry Christmas"  is a traditiona lcarol; arr. by Arthur Warrell; orches-
trated for recorders by Joyce Johnson Hamilton. 
 

"Spiritual" by Joyce Johnson Hamilton. Originally composed for brass sextet as the mid-
dle movement of a work titled: “Three Pieces for 6 Brass”.   
 

“Courting Song”  is from “27 Two and Three-part Choruses for unaccompanied women’s 
or children’s choir” (1935-36) by Belá Bartok (1881-1945).  Bartok’s volume of music for 
women’s or children’s choir is his only large-scale vocal work for children. Bartok set folk 
texts, rather than folksongs; he writes in a folk-like melodic idiom. Bartok’s late-period dis-
tillation of harmony is seen nowhere more clearly than in the pared-down bareness of these 
settings. 
 

"Fantasia a5 (arr. for 8 recorders)"  by Giovanni Coprario  

John Cooper (c. 1570 – 1626), also known as Giovanni Coprario or Coperario, was an Eng-

lish composer, viol player and lutenist. 

From 1622 he served and may have taught the Prince of Wales, for whom he continued to 
work upon his succession as Charles I. His long time patron was Edward Seymour, Earl of 

Hertford, for whom he taught William Lawes. 

Among Cooper's works are fantasias, suites and other works for viols and violins, and two 
collections of songs, Funeral Teares (1606) and Songs of Mourning: Bewailing the Un-

timely Death of Prince Henry (1613). He also penned the treatise on composition, Rules 

how to Compose. 

 

"Sonata a7 Flauti" by Johann Heinrich Schmelzer (1623-1680) 
(We played this last year. I have since edited it, adding articulations and a few ornaments 

and thought your chapter might enjoy reading it again in the “edited” edition.) 

In a marriage document dated in 1643, Schmelzer is referred to as a cornettist at St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral, Vienna. By 1649 he was appointed court violinist at the Habsburg 
court and achieved renown as a virtuoso violinist. Schmelzer enjoyed a close relationship 
with Emperor Leopold I which smoothed the way for Schmelzer’s elevation to the ranks of 
nobility. He eventually rose to the post of Kapellmeister but died of plague after only 1 year 
in that position. The sonata for seven recorders and bass is the only known example of a 
piece of old music composed for this combination. The only existing copy of this piece is in 
the Royal University Library at Uppsala, Sweden. 
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Recorders Out and AboutRecorders Out and AboutRecorders Out and AboutRecorders Out and About 

 

January 23-25:  Kathy Canan will be playing 
with Early Music Maui in a program about the 
life of Vivaldi.  This will be at the Maui Fringe 
Theater Festival, and is a preview of what the 
group plans to take to the Edinburgh Fringe in 
August 2016.  Wish we were there to see this!

SRS field trip to Hawaii!  Field trip to Edin-

burgh in 2016?   
 

     
 

 A great time at the Winter A great time at the Winter A great time at the Winter A great time at the Winter 
Party!  Party!  Party!  Party!      

Here we are, providing Here we are, providing Here we are, providing Here we are, providing     
Celestial Harmonies...Celestial Harmonies...Celestial Harmonies...Celestial Harmonies...    

 

L to R:  Alex Ives, Billie Hamilton, John Pronko, and Dorothy 
Orolin 

L to R:  Kathy Canan, Greta Haug-Hryciw, Steve Teel, Steve 
Sherman, Jerry Schwartz, and Mark Schiffer 

L to R:  Patty Johnson, Doris Loughner, Robert Foster, Crystal 
Olson, Elsa Morrison, and Susan Titus 

         L to R:  Cheryl Precivale and Elsa Morrison 

L to R:  David Dodds, Susan Titus, and Crystal Olson 

            L to R:  Gail Crawford and Mark Schiffer 



    
    

Winter  and Spring Early Music Winter  and Spring Early Music Winter  and Spring Early Music Winter  and Spring Early Music     
ConcertsConcertsConcertsConcerts    

 

 

Voices of Music 

The Great Poets: Shakespeare to Dryden 

with Soprano Anna Dennis 
Saturday, January 24:  St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, San Francisco, 8:00pm 
Sunday, January 25:  St. Mary Magdalen 
Church, Berkeley, 7:30pm 
Information:  www.voicesofmusic.org 
 

Steffani Stabat Mater 

Thursday, March 19:  All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church, Palo Alto, 8:00pm 
Saturday, March 21: St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, San Francisco, 8:00pm 
Sunday, March 22:  St. Mary Magdalen 
Church, Berkeley, 7:30pm 
Information: www.voicesofmusic.org 
 

American Bach Soloists 
Acis and Galatea 

A performance of Handel’s pastorale and J. 
S. Bach’s Fourth Brandenburg Concerto 
Saturday, January 24:  First Congregational 
Church, Berkeley, 8:00pm 
Sunday, January 25:  St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, San Francisco, 4:00pm 
Monday, January 26:  Davis Community 
Church, Davis, 7:00pm 
Information: www.americanbach.org 
 

Orchestre de la Suisse Romande 
Charles Dutoit, conductor 

Friday, February 13:  Jackson Hall, Mon-
davi Center, Davis, 8:00 
Information: www.mondaviarts.org 
 

Musica Pacifica 

Brandenburgs and More 

Friday, February 20:  All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church, Palo Alto, 8:00 
Information:  www.musicapacifica.org 
 
 

    

    

 
 

 

Jordi Savall and Hesperion XXI 

Istanbul: Music from the Ottoman Empire in 

dialogue with the Armenian, Greek, and 

Sephardic Traditions. 

Friday, February 20:  First Congregational 

Church, Berkeley, 8:00pm 

Information:  www.calperfs.org 
 

Dark Horse 

The (Un)Broken Consort: the marriage of 

voice and brass in 17th century Germany 

Friday, February 20:  First Lutheran Church, 
Palo Alto, 8:00pm 
Saturday, February 21: St. John’s Presbyte-
rian Church, Berkeley, 7:30pm 
Sunday, February 22:  St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church, San Francisco, 4:00pm 
Information:  www.sfems.org 

Anonymous 4 
“1865” 

Friday, March 6:  Jackson Hall, Mondavi 
Center, Davis, 8:00pm 
Information:  www.mondaviarts.org 
 

Davitt Moroney, Harpsichord 

Bach Fantasias and Fugues 

Saturday, March 28:  Hertz Hall, Berkeley, 
8:00pm 
Information:  calperformances.org 

 
    

For  Early Music Concert InformationFor  Early Music Concert InformationFor  Early Music Concert InformationFor  Early Music Concert Information    
 

Check the websites listed below: 
•  San Francisco Early Music Society:  
             www.sfems.org 
• UC Berkeley’s CalPerformances:  
            www.calperfs.berkeley.edu 
•  UC Davis:   
            www.mondaviarts.org 
•  Voices of Music:   
            www.voicesofmusic.org 

 
 



    
• The Chicago Early Music website pro-

vides access to many early music re-
sources. Go to earlymusicchicago.org, 
then click on “ensembles,” then click on 
“beyond”  

• Magnatune.com allows you to listen to 
music free and pay when you choose to 
download, or you can subscribe for $15/
month for unlimited downloads  

• Millennium of Music:  "The sources 
and mainstreams of European music 
from the thousand years before the birth 
of Bach." 

      http://www.millenniumofmusic.com/  
      aboutRAD.php 
 

Upcoming WorkshopUpcoming WorkshopUpcoming WorkshopUpcoming Workshop    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Venetian Baroque CollegiumVenetian Baroque CollegiumVenetian Baroque CollegiumVenetian Baroque Collegium    

    

Come one, come all to SFEMS's Valen-
tine's Day Collegium, a fundraiser for sum-
mer workshop scholarships! Linda Pearse, 
the beloved director of the Baroque Work-
shop, will lead works for multiple choirs 
and instruments from 9:00am to 4:00pm on 
Saturday, February 14th in Hayward. Open 
to recorders, early winds & brass, strings, 
and singers. 
Information: sfems.org 
 

Check out more tempting workshop 
offerings on the next three pages... 
  

    
Refreshments at Monthly  MeetingsRefreshments at Monthly  MeetingsRefreshments at Monthly  MeetingsRefreshments at Monthly  Meetings    
    

 Thanks to Carol Thompson and John 
McEntyre for our excellent January refresh-
ments!  There are still some open slots. If 
you haven’t signed up to bring refreshments 
to one of our chapter meetings, take advan-
tage of the opportunity at the February chap-
ter meeting.  It’s great to visit with friends, 
stretch, and start the second half of the meet-
ing fresh and ready to take on whatever mu-
sical challenges our conductor has for us! 

 

Check Out the Blog!Check Out the Blog!Check Out the Blog!Check Out the Blog!    
 

 www.sacrecorders.org still works, but 
Kathy Canan has reduced it to a single page 
with basic introduction and a link to the blog. 
 The new blog at  
http://sacrecorders.wordpress.com/ has all 
the information that Kathy kept on the web-
site, but now she can post by email from her 
smart phone if she needs to. She can easily 
authorize others to post as well, and anyone 
can add more information by commenting on 
the posts.  
 You can check the blog for new infor-
mation any time, or you can subscribe to it 
by entering your email in the “Follow” field. 
Information that rarely changes is also on the 
blog. Click on the tabs at the top: About 
SRS, Calendar, Contact, and Lessons.  If you 
want to see information about only one cate-
gory, such as Workshops, you can use that 
menu. 

 

 Listening to Early MusicListening to Early MusicListening to Early MusicListening to Early Music    
    

Here are some possibilities:  

• Sunday Baroque, which airs from 8am to 
10am on 88.9 FM, KXPR. 

• Harmonia provides podcasts at its web-
site: indianapublicmedia.org/harmonia 



 

Note: Rescheduled!!   

See new dates!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Musical Smorgasbord 

A workshop for instrumentalists and singers 

Choose from many tasty musical styles & flavors! 

with 
Shira Kamen, vielle 
Tish Berlin, recorder 

Peter Maund, percussion 
Saturday, May 2, 10:00am-5:00pm 

 Sunday, May 3, 1:30pm-5:00pm 

Arlington Community Church, Kensington 

Information:  tishberlin@sbcglobal.net and on the SRS blog: http://
sacrecorders.wordpress.com/ 
 
 

 

 
 
    
 

Mid-Peninsula Recorder Orchestra presents 

Villain et Courtoise: 

Rustic and Bawdy Songs Dressed in Courtly Finery 

January 31, 2015 

Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Menlo Park 

9:30am-4:30pm 
 

Adam Gilbert will conduct a workshop exploring how simple popular songs of the 
late Middle Ages and Renaissance, often with bawdy lyrics, were transformed  by 
the great composers of the day into elegant courtly love songs, sacred motets, and 
even masses. 
Information:  mpro-online.org  
There’s an interesting article on the workshop topic by Adam Gilbert, available at: 
http://sfems.org/?p=4531 



San Francisco Recorder Society Workshop 

Saturday, February 21  

Fairest Isle 

Music of England and Scotland 

10:00am-4:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This annual workshop is presented by the San Francisco Recorder Society with conductors 

Hanneke Van Proosdij and Louise Carslake.  This is always fun!  Highly recommended by 

Patty and Doris! A great workshop for those who haven’t been to a workshop before!  

Information and application at:  www.arssanfrancisco.org (choose the San Francisco page; 

link is in the fine print on the left) or contact Greta Hryciw, gr8asf@yahoo.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Level Recorder Retreat 

February 25-March 1 

Hidden Valley Institute, Carmel 

 

Letitia Berlin and Frances Blaker will be conducting a recorder workshop designed to help 
you move forward in your recorder studies.   
Information:  http://tibiaduo.com/performances-and-teaching 
 
Save the dates!!   Here are the dates for some of the SFEMS summer workshops: 
  Recorder Workshops-July 12-18 and July 19-26 at St. Albert’s Priory in  
  Oakland 
  Medieval and Renaissance Workshop-June 28-July 4 at St. Albert’s Priory in  
  Oakland 
More information to follow, check www.sfems.org 



Desesrt Pipes Spring Workshop and Concert with Clea GalhanoDesesrt Pipes Spring Workshop and Concert with Clea GalhanoDesesrt Pipes Spring Workshop and Concert with Clea GalhanoDesesrt Pipes Spring Workshop and Concert with Clea Galhano    
    
    
    
    
    
 

March 27, 2015: Concert by Clea Galhano, 7:00pm 

March 28, 2015:  Workshop, 9:00am-5:00pm 

Clea was a favorite instructor and performer at last summer’s SFEMS recorder workshop! 
Information:  www.desertpipes.org 
 

Marin Headlands Recorder WorkshopMarin Headlands Recorder WorkshopMarin Headlands Recorder WorkshopMarin Headlands Recorder Workshop    
    
 

 

 

 

 

May 15 - 17, 2015 
 

The workshop will be held at the YMCA near Point Bonita, California.  Beautiful views of the 
Golden Gate Bridge, the Pacific Ocean, and San Francisco.  Levels of playing include beginning to 
advanced. 
Faculty includes: Tish Berlin, Tom Bickley, Louise Carslake, Frances Feldon, Adam Gilbert, Ro-
tem Gilbert, Peter Maund, and David Morris. 
For more information contact: Headlandspw1234@gmail.com 
 

The Port Townsend Early Music WorkshopThe Port Townsend Early Music WorkshopThe Port Townsend Early Music WorkshopThe Port Townsend Early Music Workshop    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    

July 5-11, 2015 

Tacoma, Washington 
Classes in technique and consort playing for recorders, viols, and “buzzies.”  Topics from Medieval 
music to Baroque ornamentation to jazz improvisation and traditional music from the Balkans and 
Armenia.  Registration is now open!! 
   www.seattle-recorders.org/workshop 

    



About the  Sacramento Recorder About the  Sacramento Recorder About the  Sacramento Recorder About the  Sacramento Recorder     
SocietySocietySocietySociety    

 The Sacramento Recorder Society, 
founded in 1982, is a non-profit, tax-
exempt organization.  It is a chapter of the 
American Recorder Society and an affili-
ate of the San Francisco Early Music Soci-
ety.  We welcome recorder players of all 
ages and abilities as well as players of 
other early music instruments such as 
lutes, viols, sackbuts, shawms, curtals, 
krummhorns, and percussion.  Beginners 
are urged to study privately and learn fin-
gerings and become comfortable reading 
music before joining the recorder orches-
tra. 
 We meet monthly from September 
through June, from 6:45pm to 9:30pm on 
the first Tuesday of each month, at the 
Friends Meeting House, 890 57th Street, 
between J St. and H St.  Most of our meet-
ings are conducted by a professional early 
music specialist who teaches recorder 
technique and relevant music history and 
theory while exploring music of many 
eras. 
 Many of our members also play in 
smaller groups in members’ homes during 
the rest of the month. 
 

Sacramento Recorder Society BoardSacramento Recorder Society BoardSacramento Recorder Society BoardSacramento Recorder Society Board    
2014201420142014----2015201520152015    

President:  Robert Foster  

Vice President:  Mark Schiffer 

Secretary:  Patricia Johnson 

Treasurer:  Doris Loughner 

Members-at-Large:  Steve Sherman, Gail 
Crawford, Susan Titus 

Education Chairperson:  Crystal Olson 

For information on SRS, please contact 

the following board members by email: 
rfoster@europe.com  or  
marschif@gmail.com 

Consider joining one of the larger Consider joining one of the larger Consider joining one of the larger Consider joining one of the larger     
organizations which make our own SRS organizations which make our own SRS organizations which make our own SRS organizations which make our own SRS 

possible:  possible:  possible:  possible:      
 The San Francisco Early Music So-
ciety, with whom we are affiliated, offers 
excellent workshops and concerts in the 
Bay Area.  Their website: www.sfems.org 
 American Recorder Society, of 
which we are a chapter, is the national or-
ganization which promotes recorders.  
Their website:   www.americanrecorder.org 
 

    
    
    
            
    
Take lessons from a recorder expert!Take lessons from a recorder expert!Take lessons from a recorder expert!Take lessons from a recorder expert! 

Sacramento area:   
 Kathryn Canan is available for re-
corder lessons or ensemble coaching.  Con-
tact her at 916-723-2409 or 
kacanan@yahoo.com.  
 

Bay Area (or willing to come to Sacra-

mento, if there’s enough interest): 

  Greta Haug-Hryciw, SRS member 
and conductor, would love to give lessons 
before chapter meetings.  Contact Greta at  
(415) 377-4444 or at gr8asf@gmail.com 
 Frances Feldon, conductor of the 
Barbary Coast Recorder orchestra and mu-
sic director of the ensemble Flauti Diversi, 
is available for lessons.  She can be con-
tacted at franfeldon@gmail.com 
 Judy Linsenberg, the director of 
the Baroque ensemble Musica Pacifica, 
holds a doctorate in early music from Stan-
ford, and has extensive recorder teaching 
experience.   She may be contacted by 
phone at 510-444-4113. 
   

More information about teachers is on 

our blog:   
http://sacrecorders.wordpress.com/ 


