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Rocky XII is the twelfth running of the biennial spring workshop hosted by 
the Denver Chapter of the American Recorder Society. The 2017 edition 
runs from Friday afternoon May 19th until Sunday noon May 121st. This 
interval will be packed with a combination of serious instruction and fun 
playing. Whatever your skill level, you will find this a worthwhile and 
enjoyable experience. 

The workshop is organized into three half-day sessions—Saturday morning, 
Saturday afternoon, and Sunday morning. Each period offers a choice of 
three sessions directed by our outstanding faculty. In addition, Friday and 
Saturday evening will feature “Big Bash” group play-alongs led by some of 
our faculty members. As with previous Rockys, there will be an informal 
drop-in playing session Friday afternoon for anyone who wants to partici-
pate after signing in. In addition, we will have master luthier and instru-
ment technician John Orth on site for instrument tune-ups and repairs. A 
complete schedule is given at the end of this brochure, and the Registra-
tion Form is linked on the chapter website. 

********************
 

Facility: The YMCA of the Rockies is a large, family-oriented facility com-
plex with excellent group facilities. We have reserved a block of rooms 
for the workshop, along with well-equipped meeting rooms. Registration 
includes room and board. Rooms are comfortable hotel-style rooms with 
two queen beds and an optional futon. Meals are served buffet-style at 
a nearby dining hall. Handicap rooms are available and there are parking 
lots right outside the door of our lodge and close to the dining facility. 
There is an elevator within the lodge. You can find more information about 
the Estes Park YMCA at their website: http://ymcarockies.org/. 

The town of Estes Park is just a few miles from the YMCA. It is consid-
ered the gateway to Rocky Mountain National Park, also just a few miles 
from the YMCA. While you won’t have time to explore the gift shops and 
restaurants of Estes Park nor the grandeur of Rocky Mountain National Park 
during our weekend, you might well consider extending your stay to enjoy 
this part of Colorado. 

To learn more about Estes Park and the range of activities there, go to 
http://www.visitestespark.com/, and if you want to know more about 
Rocky Mountain National Park, go to 
http://www.nps.gov/romo/index.htm.



Our Rocky XII Faculty

Jennifer Carpenter’s love for the recorder be-
gan while earning her Bachelor of Music degree 
in clarinet performance from the University of 
North Carolina at Greensboro. Her pursuit of 
early music studies brought her to study at the 
University of North Texas where she received a 
Master of Music degree in musicology with an 
emphasis in early music performance and is ABD 

(all but dissertation) for her PhD in the same field from UNT. As a recorder 
player, Jennifer performs regularly as a soloist and in early music ensembles 
in both Texas and Colorado. She enjoys teaching as much as performing. In 
addition to teaching private lessons and coaching ensembles, Jennifer has 
been on the faculty of early music workshops in TX, CA, NM, and CO. Her en-
thusiasm for working with amateur recorder players has led her to serve on 
the Board of Directors of the American Recorder Society, where she was re-
cently elected to her second four-year term. Jennifer was the music director 
of the Dallas Recorder Society from 2009-2014 and continues to mentor and 
coach ARS chapters across the country. As a musicologist, Jennifer worked as 
a teaching fellow at UNT and was an associate professor of music history at 
Collin College from 2008 until the birth of her son in early 2013. Now happily 
a resident of CO, she is enjoying integrating into the early music scene on 
the front range.

Mark Davenport is Professor of Music and Direc-
tor of the Music Program at Regis 
University, in Denver, Colorado. He is the found-
ing director of the Recorder Music 
Center (RMC) at Regis, an international reposito-
ry for recorder music, instruments, and archival 
material related to the history of the record-
er movement in America. He also directs the 
University’s Collegium Musicum and is a frequent 
faculty member for recorder workshops across 
the U.S. He served two consecutive terms on the Board of Directors for the 
American Recorder Society (2004-2012), chairing its Education and Programs 
Committees. His music publishing company, Landmark Press, is devoted to 
the publication of music for early instruments and voice.

Davenport was trained on the recorder from the age of three through studies 
with his father, LaNoue Davenport, the American recorder pioneer and first 
president of the American Recorder Society (1960). Mark has had an exten-
sive performing career on the recorder beginning in the late 1970s when he 
first toured with the internationally renowned New York Pro Musica during 
their performances of the 13th-century liturgical drama The Play of Daniel. 

Since moving to Colorado in 1992 he has been a featured soloist with the 
Colorado Music Festival and Boulder Bach Festival Orchestras, and with his 
own groups Fiori Musicali and Trio Dolce.

Davenport holds the Ph.D., and Master of Music degrees in Musicology 
from the University of Colorado at Boulder, where he was the recipient of 
the Gordon Getty Foundation Scholarship and Ogilvy Research Fellowship 
(Center for British Studies) for his doctoral work on the seventeenth-cen-
tury English composer William Lawes. He did his doctoral research at the 
Bodleian and Christ Church Libraries in Oxford. Prior to his current position 
at Regis Mark served on the faculties of the State University of New York, 
the University of Colorado, and the Metropolitan State University of Denver.

John Tyson is a winner of the Bodky International 
Competition, the Noah Greenberg Award, and is 
a former student of Frans Bruggen. He has ap-
peared as a soloist in Italy, France, Germany, Spain, 
England, Scotland, Chile, Canada, Japan, Taiwan, 
and Australia and throughout the U.S. In 2010 he 
became the first American to be invited to perform 
at the Montreal International Recorder Festival. 
John has recorded for Erato, Harmonia Mundi, Sine 
Qua Non, Titanic, and Ventadorn Records, and with 
Boston’s Handel & Haydn Society under Christopher 
Hogwood. His solo CD Something Old Something 

New features baroque and contemporary music for recorder and strings. 
He is Director of the Renaissance Music and Dance Ensemble RENAISSONICS, 
The Boston Recorder Orchestra, and the Corso di Flauto Dolce in Tuscany, 
Italy. He performs with the crossover band Universal Village, the Commedia 
dell’Arte troupe Pazzi Lazzi, is on the faculty of the New England Conserva-
tory of Music, and is an Emerson instructor at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology. He chaired the Department of Historical Performance at Boston 
University and has lectured at the Berklee School of Music and for the Bos-
ton Symphony Orchestra’s 
Tanglewood Institute.

Our Rocky XII Faculty

John Orth is an instrument builder and has worked
professionally as a luthier continually for more than
twenty years. He is an obsessive recorder player and
early world music and instrument enthusiast. He is
also an avid mandolin player and has played guitar
for more than thirty years. Continually studying the
history and construction of early instruments, he
also holds a master’s degree in history from Carnegie 
Mellon University.



Rocky XII Course Offerings

Rocky XII Course Offerings

Friday 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Saturday 8:45-11:45 a.m.

Saturday 1:30-4:30 p.m.

Saturday 6:30-8:30 p.m.

Sunday 8:45-11:45 a.m.

JT-004. Big Bash 1. John Tyson: The Renaissance Dance Band. 

Catchy rhythms and flowing melodies. Great ensemble and rhythm 
experience—and lots of fun!

JC-101. Jennifer Carpenter: Ockeghem’s Razor: Sometimes, the 
simpler the music the more beautifully expressive it is. We’ll explore 
how this Franco-Flemish composer’s imitative and contrapuntal writ-
ing bestows simply divine musical moments. Intermediate recorders. 
Intermediate.

MD-101. Mark Davenport: Bach by Popular Demand: J.S. Bach 

Fugues and Double Choir Motets: This class will experience some of 
the fun and aesthetically satisfying motets and fugues of J.S. Bach 
(1685-1750), transcribed and set for recorder quartet and double choir 
by both Mark and his father LaNoue. Designed for the advanced player 
who is fluent on all SATB recorders and a strong sight-reader. Advanced.

JT-101. John Tyson: Free and Easy—Playing by Ear: A fun, easy class 
for enjoying our natural musicianship and discovering how easy it is to 
explore a multitude of sounds and expressions available to recorder 
players of all levels. Great ear training and liberating musical practice. 
This class will include: learning melodies by ear and making our own 
music quickly and easily. Everyone will receive a CD/link to recorded 
accompaniments for the melodies we learn and accompaniments for 
improvising their own music. All levels.

JC-102. Jennifer Carpenter: Quixotic Telemann: Like Cervantes’s 
Don Quixote, we can let our imaginations run wild as we play through 
selected movements of Telemann’s Burlesque de Quixotte, an orches-
tral suite that humorously follows some of Quixote’s and his sidekick 
Panza’s harrowing adventures. Upper-intermediate to advanced re-
corders. Advanced.

MD-102. Mark Davenport: The Music of William Byrd: This class will 
explore music by the brilliant English Renaissance composer William 
Byrd (1543-1623). Playing through newly edited transcriptions by the 
conductor, participants will explore some of Byrd’s most famous works, 
including his beautiful 6-part motet O Lord, make thy servant, Eliza-

beth.  Intermediate.

JT-102. John Tyson: English Madrigals: Understanding the synthesis 
of beautiful poetry and music. Works of Pilkington, Dowland, and oth-
ers. Intermediate.

MD-103. Big Bash 2. Mark Davenport: Monuments of the Renais-

sance: Major works by some of the most beloved Renaissance compos-
ers will be played. Viols, sackbuts as well as full family of recorders 
welcome.

JC-201. Jennifer Carpenter: The Englishman Abroad: Late Renais-
sance composer Peter Philips’ catholicism forced him to flee England, 
yet he continued to identify as “Inglese” or “Anglo” in his publications, 
even after a spurious accusation of plotting to kill the queen. Come 
explore some of Philips’ diverse output that reflects both his English 
origins and his many posts abroad. Lower-intermediate to intermediate 
recorders.

MD-201. Mark Davenport: Music of the Spanish Renaissance: This 
class will focus on a variety of Spanish Renaissance genres from the fun 
and popular Spanish villancicos to the more complex and challenging 
sacred works of Francisco Guerrero (1528-1599), Tomás Luis de Victoria 
(1548-1611) and Alonso Lobo (1555-1617). New transcriptions of Guer-
rero and Victoria, set and edited for recorders by Davenport, will be 
featured. Intermediate to advanced.

JT-201. John Tyson: African Music for Recorders: Music of Sören Seig 
and Henry Leck, which melds southern African melodies and rhythms 
with beautiful chamber music. Great rhythm practice. Advanced. S-A 
(at pitch and octave-up)-T-B.



Rocky XII Recorder Workshop, May 19-21, 2017 YMCA of the Rockies, Estes Park, Colorado

Schedule at a 

Glance

Jennifer 

Carpenter

Mark 

Davenport

John 

Tyson

Friday, May 19

3-6 pm Check-in

3-5 pm Drop-in 
session JC-004-E/I*

5-6:30 pm Dinner

6:30-8:30 pm Big Bash 1 JT-004

Saturday, May 20

7-8:30 am Breakfast

8:45-11:45 am
Break at 10:00

Morning 
session JC-101-I* MD-101-A* JT-101-E*

11:45-1:15 pm Lunch

1:30-4:30 pm
Break at 2:45

Afternoon 
session JC-102-A* MD-102-I* JT-102-I*

5-6:30 pm Dinner

6:30-8:30 pm Big Bash 2 MD-103

Sunday, May 21

7-8:30 am Breakfast

Before 10 am Checkout

8:45-11:45 am
Break at 10:00

Morning 
session JC-201-E/I* MD-201-I/A* JT-201-A*

11:45-1:30 pm Lunch Safe Travels!

*For level of difficulty/experience for the given offering:
 “E” denotes Easier or All levels; “I” denotes Intermediate; 

“A” denotes Advanced.

The Estes Park YMCA Center is located at 2515 Tunnel Rd, Estes 

Park, Colorado. Estes Park is located about 70 miles by road northwest 
of Denver. The altitude at Estes Park is 7,522 feet above sea level. 
Average high temperatures in May are 60 degrees (F) and average lows 
are 28 degrees. Although unlikely, snow is possible. Make sure you 
bring warm clothing and layers to accommodate variable conditions.

For more information about Rocky XII, including registration materials 
and pricing, visit our website at http://www.denverrecordersociety.org 
or send email to denverrecorder@gmail.com.


