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Early Music America Relief Fund at
earlymusicamerica.org/support/
weareearlymusic/

April and May Meetings
have been cancelled. We
would love to get together
in June, if possible. Stay
tuned, we’ll let you know
if we’ve gotten to that
point by our June meeting
date.
A Letter from the Editor
Dear Early Music Friends,
I hope everyone is doing well, and
finding interesting and comforting things to
do during these troubled times. Since there
is no way to predict the course of the virus
and the response to it, we are in the same
suspended state as everyone else. There’s
no way of knowing when we will be able to
play together again.
Times are especially hard for our
conductors and early music workshop presenters, many of whom are also performers.
Their sources of income, concerts and workshops, have completely dried up. We paid
Greta and Alexa for the conducting that they
would have for us. There are several groups
providing grants specifically to early musicians:
SFEMS Early Music Freelancer’s Relief
Fund at
sfems.org/support-sfems/freelancers-relieffund/
ARS Recorder Artist Relief Fund at
mms.americanrecorder.org

If you’ve been thinking of making pandemic-related contributions, these would
be good organizations to consider.
I have assembled some early music
resources in this newsletter, along with
some accounts of what our members have
been doing. We are a resourceful group!
We’ve found a variety of things to do
when we are tired of bingeing Netflix and
have baked one too many loaves of bread.
Here are a couple of ideas; there are
more in the rest of the newsletter. Mark
Schiffer sent us a link to Dropbox, where
he has downloaded a group of musicminus-one type recordings that you might
enjoy playing along with. You can find the
link at
https://sacrecorders.wordpress.com/
Sarah Jeffrey of Team Recorder offers a
chance to play along with Pachelbel’s
Canon on YouTube. Here’s the link for
that: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=qh-pMpQpA4k
Sadly, you may have to copy paste. I’m
not great at setting up links.
I am sure that when this is all over
we will gather with so much pent up enthusiasm that we will blow away whoever
is conducting us!
Until then,
Patty Johnson
SRS newsletter editor

A Chance to Join Together
Be a part of the Plague Orchestra, organized by Shira Kammen! At noon each
day, members of the Orchestra, in whatever
place they are confined, play the tune of the
day. Or should I say “toon” of the day, since
the alternate name of this activity is Noony
Toons. They then report to Shira what instrument they played, so she can assemble a
list of the day’s orchestra.
Shira has chosen a terrific variety of
melodies: reels, jigs, waltzes, folk tunes, Sephardic songs. Even though we are not within earshot of each other, the idea that we are
all playing the same thing at the same time is
a comforting one. I appreciate the things that
give my day some shape and this is very enjoyable.
If you would like to participate in the
Plague Orchestra, it has its own Facebook
page, Noony Toons. The music is posted
there each day for the following day. The
more the merrier!

Internet Exploration from Camilla Barry
in Rumseyhouse:
Camille has fallen down the rabbit hole of the
internet, following leads of "old music." It
started as she was perusing an ebook "All the
Year Round" which is a compilation of magazines edited and largely written by Charles
Dickens in 1866. This is a fascinating read all
on its own. There are news items, advice columns, fiction, and topics of general interest.
One of the latter was about the "nonsense syllables" used in many English ballads, such as
tra la la, which he traces to Druidic
sources...and he cites a book by Chappell Popular Tunes of the Olden Times. That book is
available as a free ebook, so she promptly
downloaded it and started eating it up. In that
book, Chappel draws heavily on another two
books: Musica Antiqua Vol I and II by Smith.
Those books are also available as free ebooks.
Yippee!!! Lots of scores and history in all the
music books. Camille has them on her large
model Ipad so she can put them on her music
stand and play them with either recorder or
piano. All she needs now is someone else to
play with!

Our May ConductorConductor-WhoWho-Wasn’t,
Alexa HaynesHaynes-Pilon ,says:
It’s been difficult for Alexa with all of
her performances and teaching being cancelled.
Besides the lost income (she earns 100% of her
income from early music gigs), a lot of her social life is also associated with these gigs—so
she has been sad about not being able to see her
colleagues and meet new friends. On the positive side, she has been spending a lot of time
with her colouring books, reading on her balcony, enjoying sangria, and playing with her cat.
She has also enjoyed having a chance to spend
time with her husband. Usually she doesn’t get
to see him very much, since she is always travelling for gigs.

Jack Mueller has been busy:
Virtual Workshops with SFEMS!
What kind of summer will it be without the amazing SFEMS summer workshops? If you were already drooling over
the projected classes and conductors, the
cancellation of the workshops was a major
disappointment.
Although nothing can replace a week
at St. Albert’s Priory, SFEMS has come up
with something to get us through this coronavirus summer. They are offering virtual
workshops using Zoom in May and June.
The workshops are single sessions with a
number of different conductors and tantalizing topics. It’s hard to resist studying Florentine music of the Black Death with Rotem
Gilbert or Dutch music of the 17th century
with Hanneke van Proosdij. How about
learning how to set your name to music with
Adam Gilbert?
Go to the SFEMS website at
https://sfems.org/sfems-workshops/
for more information. The May classes are
listed now; the June classes will be listed
soon.

Among other things, Jack has been playing his harmonica and doing a little composing. Two more pieces for recorder quartet finished and another one bouncing around in his
head!

And so has Alex Ives…
One of the highlights of a quarantined
day has been Alex Ives’ alphabetical tour of her
musical instruments on Facebook. Each day,
for 26 entertaining days, Alex introduced us,
with a humorous video, to one instrument from
her extensive collection. She started with an
alto recorder and moved on to a hurdy-gurdy, a
finger piano, an “unknown instrument.” Each
video featured a different area in her historic
house, another thing I looked forward to each
day. Here’s a link to Day X, an x-tra light
harp: https://www.facebook.com/alexharpist/
videos/3990592904285938/
She also shares the following online
concerts:
• Lost Voices of Hagia Sophia at Bing Hall
on Saturday, May 2, at 7:30 pm PST. A recreation of the acoustics of Hagia Sophia.
This can be accessed at cappellaromana.org
• Falsobordone, a request concert on May 1,
2020. This is at 8pm CET in Sweden which
translates to 11am PDT here in California.
www.facebook.com/falsobordone

links to keep us musically entertained while on corona virus shelter-in-place
Editor’s Note: The links worked when I right-clicked on them and chose “open link.”
-----------cat and piano
https://www.facebook.com/ClassicFM/videos/436887727031754/
https://tinyurl.com/y7vw8cob
-----------soprano recorders
https://tinyurl.com/y8ngzhzp
-----------Rainer Hersch http://www.rainerhersch.com
(for musical laughs, check out his videos on YouTube)
-----------Classical music in movies

(from Hanneke)

https://tinyurl.com/y758957k
-----------Early music videos performed by Voices of Music
https://tinyurl.com/yb4np57z
-----------https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3s583IkdpA&t=8s
medieval music performed by Hesperus to accompany the silent film “Hunchback of
Notre Dame” (Mark’s link)

Find Us Online!

Take lessons from a recorder expert!
Sacramento area:
Kathryn Canan is available for
recorder lessons or ensemble coaching,
at 469 Pine Street in Grass Valley. For
further incentive, the beautiful Empire
Mine State Park is right across the street,
and she is also available before or after
Nevada County Recorder Society meetings the first Sunday of each
month. Contact her at 916-996-7932 or
kacanan@yahoo.com.
These teachers are in the Bay Area (or
willing to come to Sacramento, if
there’s enough interest):
Greta Haug-Hryciw, SRS
member and conductor, would love to
give lessons before chapter meetings.
Contact Greta at (415) 377-4444 or at
gr8asf@gmail.com
Frances Feldon, conductor of
the Barbary Coast Recorder orchestra
and music director of the ensemble
Flauti Diversi, is available for lessons.
She can be contacted at franfeldon@gmail.com
Judith Linsenberg, the director
of the Baroque ensemble Musica Pacifica, holds a doctorate in early music from
Stanford, and has extensive recorder
teaching experience. She may be contacted by phone at 510-459-5958.
More information about teachers is on
our blog:
http://sacrecorders.wordpress.com/

Our official online location is now
our blog at
http://sacrecorders.wordpress.com/
All the information that Kathy kept on the
website is now here. She can easily authorize others to post as well, and anyone can
add more information by commenting on
the posts.
You can check the blog for new information any time, or you can subscribe to
it by entering your email in the “Follow”
field. Information that rarely changes is also on the blog. Click on the menu button to
find what you’re looking for.
We are also on Facebook. Just
search for Sacramento Recorder Society
and be sure to “like” us!!

Consider joining one of the larger
organizations which make our own SRS
possible:
The San Francisco Early Music Society, with whom we are affiliated, offers
excellent workshops and concerts in the
Bay Area. Their website: www.sfems.org
American Recorder Society, of
which we are a chapter, is the national organization which promotes recorders.
Their website: www.americanrecorder.org
SRS Non-Member Meeting Policy
Please be aware...
We love having new members and a
non-member is welcome to attend two SRS
meetings for free. After that there will be a
$5 fee per meeting for the non-member.

Nevada County Recorder Society
Our regular meetings are the first
Sunday of each month, 4:30-7, at the
Madelyn Helling Library, 980 Helling
Way, Nevada City. For more information
about meetings, contact Miriam Morris,
miriamemorris@gmail.com or Kathryn
Canan, kacanan@yahoo.com

About the Sacramento Recorder
Society
The Sacramento Recorder Society,
founded in 1982, is a non-profit, taxexempt organization. It is a chapter of the
American Recorder Society and an affiliate
of the San Francisco Early Music Society.
We welcome recorder players of all ages
and abilities as well as players of other early music instruments such as lutes, viols,
sackbuts, shawms, curtals, krummhorns,
and percussion. Beginners are urged to
study privately and learn fingerings and become comfortable reading music before
joining the recorder orchestra.
We meet monthly from September
through June, from 6:45pm to 9:30pm on
the first Tuesday of each month, at the
Friends Meeting House, 890 57th Street,
between J St. and H St. Most of our meetings are conducted by a professional early
music specialist who teaches recorder technique and relevant music history and theory
while exploring music of many eras.
Many of our members also play in
smaller groups in members’ homes during
the rest of the month.

Listening to Early Music
Here are some possibilities:
•
•

•

•

•

Sacramento Recorder Society Board
20192019-2020
Co-Presidents: Gail Crawford and Susan
Titus
Vice President: Mark Schiffer
Secretary: Patricia Johnson
Treasurer: Doris Loughner
Members-at-Large: Robert Foster and
Carol Thompson
Education Chairperson: Crystal Olson
For information on SRS, please contact
the following board members by email:
gail.crawford1@gmail.com or
susanlee448@att.net or
marschif@gmail.com

•
•

•

Sunday Baroque, which airs from
7am to 11am on 88.9 FM, KXPR.
Harmonia provides podcasts at its
website: indianapublicmedia.org/
harmonia
The Chicago Early Music website
provides access to many early music
resources. Go to earlymusicchicago.org, then click on “ensembles,”
then click on “beyond”
Magnatune.com allows you to listen
to music free and pay when you
choose to download, or you can subscribe for $15/month for unlimited
downloads
Millennium of Music: "The sources
and mainstreams of European music
from the thousand years before the
birth of Bach."
http://www.millenniumofmusic.com
recorder-radio.com streams a variety of recorder music 24 hours a day
Also available online: Concertzender Oude Muziek (mostly
early music, there’s an announcer
every so often who is speaking
Dutch). You can find these stations
using Tune In Radio.
The Boston classical station,
WCRB, has an early music stream.
Go to classicalwcrb.org, click on the
play button, and the early music
stream is one of your choices. Click
on it!

