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A Letter from the EditorA Letter from the EditorA Letter from the EditorA Letter from the Editor    
    

Dear Early Music Friends, 
 

 As I was getting ready to put together 
this  newsletter, I opened the last regular 
newsletter I sent which was the newsletter 
for last May.  There’s been a lot of water 
under the bridge since then!  I looked at my 
hopeful “Maybe we’ll be meeting in person 
in June” prediction.  Hah!  It’s probably just 
as well that we didn’t know in May what we 
know now.  But we are making the best of 
tough times.   
 There are some pluses:  you can 
Zoom from anywhere, so there’s a fabulous 
accessibility to workshops and teachers who 
would otherwise require expensive travel to 
enjoy.  We still get to see familiar faces in 
those little Zoom boxes.  Friends who only 
see each other at workshops still have a con-
nection (small, but nonetheless fun!). No-
body can hear your mistakes!  
 However, we all look forward to 
meeting and playing in person.  Joining our 
part to those of others to create an  immer-
sive musical experience just can’t be beat. I 
was really touched by a recent performance    
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Via Zoom in the comfort of 
your own home! 

 

Our fabulous conductor: 
Glen Shannon 

in Southwark Cathedral with socially dis-
tanced performers and a socially distanced 
audience.  Even though I was streaming 
the performance, seeing it experienced 
both by the musicians and the audience the 
way music is really supposed to be experi-
enced made me long for the day that will 
be possible again here.  Here’s the link:   
https://youtu.be/78C40EuQQMo (you may 
need to copy/paste). 
 Looking for online performances, 
classes, and workshops can be a real rabbit 
hole, so I’m not going to make a bunch of 
recommendations.  The American Record-
er Society sent out an email with some rec-
ommendations, and I’m passing those on 
in a brief format later in this newsletter.  If 
you aren’t an ARS member, join up!  
Half price, $25, for an introductory 
membership.  They have really stepped 
up during the pandemic, offering to cover 
the price of a Zoom conductor for chapters 
who apply.  Our February conductor, 
Alexa Haynes-Pilon, will be paid for by 
ARS.  They’ve got a good member library 
of recorder music and an informative mag-
azine.   
 Looking forward to our meeting on 
October 21st, at 7:30pm.  See you there!   
 

   Patty Johnson 

   SRS newsletter editor 
 

Note:  Music pdfs, conductor information, 
and Zoom links will be sent out to mem-
bers who have joined this season.  Mem-
bership form attached if you need it! 
                       

                       
 

 

 

 



A Chance to Join TogetherA Chance to Join TogetherA Chance to Join TogetherA Chance to Join Together    
 

 Shira Kammen continues to post a 
piece a day for the Plague Orchestra.  We’re 
long past Day 100!  Brava, Shira!  I love 
having that small check-in point each day, 
playing the piece, and then sharing the instru-
ment on which I played it. 
 Shira has chosen a terrific variety of 
melodies:  reels, jigs, waltzes, folk tunes, Se-
phardic songs.  Even though we are not with-
in earshot of each other, the idea that we are 
all playing the same thing at the same time is 
a comforting one 

 If you would like to participate in the 
Plague Orchestra, it has its own Facebook 
page, Noony Toons.  The music is posted 
there each day for the following day.  The 
more the merrier! 
 

SRS Members Keep Busy During  SRS Members Keep Busy During  SRS Members Keep Busy During  SRS Members Keep Busy During  
Quarentime Quarentime Quarentime Quarentime     

    

Mark Schiffer  I’ve been spending a lot of 
time practicing and getting better on G alto. 
I’ve also taken advantage of the classes that 
SFEMS is offering for October. Yesterday 
evening was the first session with Adam Gil-
bert who’s doing a five-session class (five 
Fridays) on Songs and Symbols: lots of in-
formation and lots of playing. I’m looking 
forward to the next four. Today was a fun 
class with Clea Galhano that focused on the 
evolution of the La Folia theme across sever-
al centuries and continents. It was a lot of fun 
to play against the ground that was provided 
(on harpsichord) and try out new variations; 
nobody’s listening, so if you really mess up 
no one hears but you, and it’s easy to get 
back in. Tomorrow’s the first meeting of a 
five-session class (five Sundays) all 
about 13th and 14th Century Instrumental 
Dance Music with Peter Maund. I’m sure it’ll 
be lots of fun. 
 

 

 

 

Gail Crawford  I play recorders with Br ian 
and Sandra each week on Wednesdays!  That 
beside some practice is about all I do with my 
music.  I have been hiking whenever I 
can.  During these crazy times, getting out in 
nature is calming and helps me not be de-
pressed!  
 

Robert Foster  Over  the last two weeks I 
have attended a recorder workshop from home 
via Zoom, attended a meeting of my bonsai 
club and a bonsai lecture/workshop via Zoom, 
attended CSUS Renaissance lectures and a fo-
rum via Zoom, and attended two Crocker Do-
cent meetings via Zoom.  All this with my lap-
top and wireless connection from the comfort 
of my lumpy sofa.  And here is the part where 
I publicly say THANK YOU ! to Elsa and oth-
ers for cajoling, coaxing, and nagging me to-
wards electronic connectivity at home.    
 

Patty Johnson  I really enjoyed the Zoom 
workshops that the SFEMS summer workshop 
morphed into.  Nice music, low stress playing, 
and great to see teachers and friends!  I spend 
too much time online, but when I come across 
something musical, I take a few minutes to 
turn off the light next to me, take off my glass-
es, and give myself up to a few minutes of mu-
sical bliss.  The New York Times recently fea-
tured five minute selections of  favorite Ba-
roque music chosen by an eclectic group of 
musicians, critics, and authors.  I chose a cou-
ple of them.  Remember Tish’s Aus Tiefer Not 
from our September virtual meeting?  A 
knockout Bach arrangement for organ was one 
of the selections.    
 



 

Sad NewsSad NewsSad NewsSad News    
    
        
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    One of our favorite SRS members, 
Jack Mueller, passed away suddenly in 
June. Here’s a tribute that shares more about 
his life.  
 “Jack died suddenly at home from 
heart failure. He taught music, was an Air 
Force rescue pilot for 20 years, then a com-
puter software engineer; but if you asked 
him he'd say he was a musician. Jack is sur-
vived by his wife and high school sweet-
heart, Janet (Hickson) Mueller; three loving 
daughters, Heather (David) Banks, Jennifer 
(Richard) Crawford, Amy (Kollin) Higgins; 
and the world's three most nearly-perfect 
grandchildren: Aaron, Fiona, and Nathan. 
He believed anything could be fixed with 
duct tape or WD40. He loved sharing music, 
telling bad jokes, and making other people 
smile.” 

 He enjoyed having us try out his 
compositions and playing them with his 
daughter at the Winter Party. Our condo-
lences go out to his family and especially 
his daughter, Jennifer Crawford, who has 
been an SRS member. 
 

Voices of Music Online Lectures Voices of Music Online Lectures Voices of Music Online Lectures Voices of Music Online Lectures     
    

Voices of Music is pleased to introduce a 
special, one-of-a-kind online streaming pro-
gram for 2020–2021: a series of talks and 
interviews with internationally acclaimed 
performers in historical performance.  
 

Information:  cembalo@sbcglobal.net  
 

 

Some Online ResourcesSome Online ResourcesSome Online ResourcesSome Online Resources    
(mostly from an ARS email, 

join ARS!) 
 

Classes: 
 

• Aldo Abreu  
      New England Conservatory of Music  
      Information:  necmusic.edu/ce 

 

• Tish Berlin 

      (Our September Zoom conductor) 
      Information:  tishberlin@sbcglobal.net 
 

• Anne Timberlake (SFEMS workshop, et al., 
a wonderful instructor} 

      Information:   
             annetimberlake.com/webinars/ 
 

Workshops: 
 

• Debby Greenblatt,  Rounds (includes book 
with many rounds and lyrics) 

      Friday, October 16, 2020, 7-8pm, CDT 

      Information:   
              debby@greenblattandseay.com 

 

• Desert Pipes Recorder Society 

      Joyful Noise:  5 Ways to Improve Your  
      Sound (no charge!  Funded by ARS!) 
      Instructor:  Anne Timberlake 

      Friday, October 16, 2020, 1:30-3:00pm,  
      MST  
      Information:  desertpipes.org   
 

• British Columbia Recorder Society Work-
shop, 

      Bend It Like Bruggen:  
      Playing Expressively 

      Presenter:  Piers Adam 

      Saturday, October 17, 2020  
      10am-12pm, PT 

      Information:  bcrecordersociety.com 

 

• Shira Kammen 

      Early Music-Between the Worlds 

      Saturday, October 24, 2020, 11:30am , PT 

      Information:  cindy.keune@gmail.com or 
        925-518-6613 

     
            (continued on next page) 



• Amherst Early Music Online 

     (a variety of virtual classes) 
     Information:  amherstearlymusic.org/ 
     weekend_online_classes 

 

• SFEMS virtual sessions 
      Information:  sfems.org/sfems-  
      workshops/fall-virtual-sessions 

 

• Hidden Valley Early Music Workshop 

      Music to Escape the Plague 

      October 26-30, 2020 

      3 classes daily via Zoom with 

      Tish Berlin, Frances Blaker, Joan  
      Kimball, Larry Lipnik, Shira Kammen 

      Information:  hiddenvalleymusic.org/ 
      Event-early-music-workshop-online_ 

      357.htm 

 

Chapter Meetings: 
 

• Highland Park Recorder Society 

      Meetings on the second Monday of the  
      Month 

      Information:  hprecorder.org 

 

• Denver Recorder Society 

      October chapter meeting with 

      Lisette Kielson 

      Sunday, October 17, 2020, 2-3:30pm,  
      MDT 

      Information:  denverrecordersociety.org 

 

• Atlanta Recorder Society 

      Virtual meetings 

      Information:  ars.atlema.org 

 

Note:  I highlighted the websites in blue, 
but I think you may need to copy/paste 
them to get to the sites. Sad tech skills.  :-( 

    
Recorders Out and AboutRecorders Out and AboutRecorders Out and AboutRecorders Out and About    

    

July, 2020:   Kate Canan, who maintains our 
blog, participated in a socially distanced con-
cert at the Miners Foundry in Nevada City. 
The concert featured performances of student 
compositions created as part of the Compos-
ers Project, a collaboration with Sierra Har-
vest. 



    
    
    
    
    
    
    

Take lessons from a recorder expert!Take lessons from a recorder expert!Take lessons from a recorder expert!Take lessons from a recorder expert!    
Availability will be different under 
Covid restrictions. 
 

Sacramento area:   
 Kate Canan is available for re-
corder lessons or ensemble coaching, at 
469 Pine Street in Grass Valley.  For fur-
ther incentive, the beautiful Empire 
Mine State Park is right across the street, 
and she is also available before or after 
Nevada County Recorder Society meet-
ings the first Sunday of each 
month. Contact her at 916-996-7932 or 
kacanan@yahoo.com.  
 

These teachers are in the Bay Area (or 
willing to come to Sacramento, if 
there’s enough interest): 
 

  Greta Haug-Hryciw, SRS 
member and conductor, would love to 
give lessons before chapter meetings.  
Contact Greta at  (415) 377-4444 or at 
gr8asf@gmail.com 

 Frances Feldon, conductor  of 
the Barbary Coast Recorder orchestra 
and music director of the ensemble 
Flauti Diversi, is available for lessons.  
She can be contacted at fran-
feldon@gmail.com 

 Judith Linsenberg, the director 
of the Baroque ensemble Musica Pacifi-
ca, holds a doctorate in early music from 
Stanford, and has extensive recorder 
teaching experience.   She may be con-
tacted by phone at 510-459-5958.   

   

More information about teachers is on 
our blog:   

http://sacrecorders.wordpress.com/ 

    

Find Us Online!Find Us Online!Find Us Online!Find Us Online!    
 

 Our official online location is now 
our blog at  
http://sacrecorders.wordpress.com/   
 You can check the blog for new in-
formation any time, or you can subscribe to 
it by entering your email in the “Follow” 
field. Information that rarely changes is al-
so on the blog. Click on the menu button to 
find what you’re looking for.   
 We are also on Facebook.  Just 
search for Sacramento Recorder Society 
and be sure to “like” us!! 
 

Consider joining one of the larger Consider joining one of the larger Consider joining one of the larger Consider joining one of the larger     
organizations which make our own SRS organizations which make our own SRS organizations which make our own SRS organizations which make our own SRS 

possible:  possible:  possible:  possible:      
 The San Francisco Early Music So-
ciety, with whom we are affiliated, offers 
excellent workshops and concerts in the 
Bay Area.  Their website: www.sfems.org 

 American Recorder Society, of 
which we are a chapter, is the national or-
ganization which promotes recorders.  
Their website:   www.americanrecorder.org 

 

 

SRS Non-Member Meeting Policy 

Please be aware... 
 Contact us if you want to just try out 
one virtual meeting.  Links are sent to 
members who have joined for 2020-2021. 
Patty Johnson:  pijohnso1@frontiernet.net 
 

    



        
Relax!  Relax!  Relax!  Relax!      

Channel your Channel your Channel your Channel your 
inner sloth!inner sloth!inner sloth!inner sloth!    

    
    
    

Listening to Early MusicListening to Early MusicListening to Early MusicListening to Early Music    
    

Here are some possibilities:  

• Sunday Baroque, which airs from 
7am to 11am on 88.9 FM, KXPR. 

• Harmonia provides podcasts at its 
website: indianapublicmedia.org/
harmonia 

• The Chicago Early Music website 
provides access to many early music 
resources. Go to earlymusicchica-
go.org, then click on “ensembles,” 
then click on “beyond”  

• Magnatune.com allows you to listen 
to music free and pay when you 
choose to download, or you can sub-
scribe for $15/month for unlimited 
downloads  

• Millennium of Music:  "The sources 
and mainstreams of European music 
from the thousand years before the 
birth of Bach." 

      http://www.millenniumofmusic.com 

•  recorder-radio.com streams a varie-
ty of recorder music 24 hours a day 

• Also available online:  Con-
certzender Oude Muziek (mostly 
early music, there’s an announcer 
every so often who is speaking  
Dutch).  You can find these stations 
using Tune In Radio. 

• The Boston classical station, 
WCRB, has an early music stream. 
Go to classicalwcrb.org, click on the 
play button, and the early music 
stream is one of your choices. Click 
on it! 

 

 

 

 

About the  Sacramento Recorder About the  Sacramento Recorder About the  Sacramento Recorder About the  Sacramento Recorder     
SocietySocietySocietySociety    

 The Sacramento Recorder Society, 
founded in 1982, is a non-profit, tax-

exempt organization.  It is a chapter of the 
American Recorder Society and an affiliate 
of the San Francisco Early Music Society.  
We welcome recorder players of all ages 
and abilities as well as players of other ear-
ly music instruments such as lutes, viols, 
sackbuts, shawms, curtals, krummhorns, 
and percussion.  Beginners are urged to 
study privately and learn fingerings and be-
come comfortable reading music before 
joining the recorder orchestra. 
 We meet monthly (in non-covid 
times) from September through June, from 
6:45pm to 9:30pm on the first Tuesday of 
each month, at the Friends Meeting House, 
890 57th Street, between J St. and H St.  
Most of our meetings are conducted by a 
professional early music specialist who 
teaches recorder technique and relevant 
music history and theory while exploring 
music of many eras. 
 Many of our members also play in 
smaller groups in members’ homes during 
the rest of the month. 
 

Sacramento Recorder Society BoardSacramento Recorder Society BoardSacramento Recorder Society BoardSacramento Recorder Society Board    
2020202020202020----2021202120212021    

Co-Presidents:  Gail Crawford and Susan 
Titus 

Vice President:  Mark Schiffer 

Secretary:  Patricia Johnson 

Treasurer:  Doris Loughner 

Members-at-Large:  Robert Foster and  
Carol Thompson 

 

For information on SRS, please contact 
the following board members by email: 
gail.crawford1@gmail.com  or  
susanlee448@att.net   


